
March 24, 2021

Dear BPS Community,

Today I need to make an announcement based on local public health metrics related to
COVID-19. During the last month, we have been encouraged by the decreasing positive
COVID case notifications to our schools, throughout the Town, and across the
Commonwealth. However, beginning last week, we became concerned as we reviewed
local data from the Department of Public Health (DPH). Last Thursday, March 18, DPH
released their weekly dashboard, and the Town of Barnstable had the highest average
daily rate of cases and highest percent positivity rate, among towns in Massachusetts.

The DPH data indicates that there is community spread in Barnstable. Our BPS data
indicates that the community spread of COVID is negatively impacting our schools. Last
week we were notified of 45 cases across all nine BPS schools. On Monday and
Tuesday of this week we have been notified of 28 cases, thus far. Additionally, we have
260 staff and students in quarantine as close contacts, and 60 staff and students in
isolation with COVID.

The well-being of our students and staff is our number one priority, and the public health
data described above causes us concern. In consultation with our district physician, Dr.
Katie Rudman, all BPS schools will immediately pivot to remote learning on
Thursday and Friday (March 25 and 26). All  BPS schools will be closed for all
instructional and after school programming.

Our goal remains to provide in-person learning, and we will continue to review our
public health metrics over the coming days. This weekend we will consult with Dr.
Rudman to determine if we can reopen in-person learning on Monday, March 29.
Parents/Guardians should check their email on Sunday afternoon for a communication
from me about the status of reopening on Monday.



It is disappointing and disheartening to make this announcement at this time. While
there is a light at the end of the tunnel, we cannot let our guard down in terms of
maintaining our health and safety protocols, including masks, physical distancing, and
hand hygiene. As the Commonwealth is advancing reopening efforts, we find ourselves
taking a step back due to community spread of COVID.

Keeping our schools open is a community effort, and I know many are fatigued by the
constant constraints of health and safety requirements to mitigate the spread. Our
community can help BPS schools reopen and stay open, by continuing to follow
practices that have kept us open for months. Please continue to limit gatherings, limit
social circles, quarantine when exposed, and test as necessary. These strategies, along
with masks, physical distancing, hand hygiene and staying home when ill are our best
hope to reopen and stay open.

In closing, BPS Principals will follow this email with specific details for their school
community. Again, please check your email accounts on Sunday for an update from me.
Thank you for your continued partnership and support of Barnstable Public Schools.

Sincerely,

Dr. Meg Mayo-Brown, Superintendent of Schools


